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For Educational Purposes Only:

The material within is intended to give the course 
participant a solid understanding of general 
principles in the subject area. As such, the material 
may not necessarily reflect the official procedures 
and policies of the Georgia Department of Revenue 
or the Department’s official interpretation of the laws 
of the State of Georgia. The application of 
applicability to specific situations of the theories, 
techniques, and approaches discussed herein must 
be determined on a case-by-case basis.
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The statutory materials reprinted or quoted 

verbatim on the following pages are taken 

from the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 

Copyright 2016 by the State of Georgia, and 

are reprinted with the permission of the 

State of Georgia. All rights reserved.
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What is GIS?

• In a general sense, the term describes any information

system that integrates, stores, edits, analyzes, shares,

and displays geographic information.

• GIS applications are tools that allow users to create

interactive queries (user-created searches), analyze

spatial information, edit data in maps, and present the

results of all these operations.



Georgia Department of Revenue

Before GIS….
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DID YOU KNOW?

DOR has on staff one of the first TAO 
appraisers in Georgia to use GIS?
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Kenny Colson

Stone Age GIS User

Looks more geologic than geographic
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Remember when….
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GIS Layers Example

=

Aerial Photo + Parcel Lines  + Roads  
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Layers

• Layer - Layers are the mechanism used to display

geographic datasets. Each layer references a dataset

and specifies how that dataset is portrayed using

symbols and text labels.

• Attribute Table – Table that holds information about the

layer(E.g. Acres, Longitude/Latitude, Address).
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Types of Layers
• Points – Typically used to represent a point of 

interest. (E.g. Fire hydrant, Water Tower) 

• Lines - Typically used to represent a item too 

thin to be a polygon. (E.g. Street Centerline, 

Water Main, RR Track)

• Polygon - Typically used to represent a item that 

is big enough to have boundaries. (E.g. Parcels, 

Lakes, Structures)
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(Parcels)

Yes, but why is GIS different from our paper maps?



Georgia Department of Revenue

What Parcel information can 

we get from this Map?
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Information Relationship

Parcel

Permits

Owner

Structures

Appeals

Land Info

Flood, Topography, 

SOIL TYPES

Special 

Assessment

Accessories
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Spatial 

Relationship –
GIS Layers are 

connected by their 

location in the world

Questions: How many 

houses are within a 

one mile radius?
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Is there a 

permit on this 

parcel?
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GIS VS Paper Maps
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560-11-10-.09 

New aerial photographs should 

be compared to previous aerial 

photographs to discover new or 

previously unrecorded 

construction.
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Lets look at an example 

of how much easier this 

is using GIS software 

and good quality aerial 

photography
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Which makes the most 

impact? 

Map showing comps Spreadsheet showing comps
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How about other uses: CUV / FLPA 2 Acre Exclusions
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(a) Property that otherwise qualifies for current use valuation as bona fide 

agricultural property shall exclude the entire value of any residence and its 

‘underlying property’. This provision for excluding the ‘underlying property’ of a 

residence from eligibility in the conservation use covenant shall only apply to property 

that is first made subject to a covenant or is subject to the renewal of a previous 

covenant. Additionally, the taxpayer shall provide any one of the following types of legal 

descriptions regarding such ‘underlying property’: 

1. A plat of the ‘underlying property’ prepared by a licensed land surveyor, showing the 

location and measured area of the ‘underlying property’ in question; 

2. A written legal description of the ‘underlying property’ delineating the legal metes and 

bounds and measured area of the ‘underlying property’ in question; or 

3. Such other alternative property boundary description as mutually agreed 

upon by the taxpayer and county assessor. An acceptable alternative property 

boundary description may include a parcel map drawn by the county 

cartographer or GIS technician. 
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Notice: 4 Improvements
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Remember 2 Acre Exclusion for Each Living Structure

4 Improvements x 2 Acres 

Each, should be 8 Acres, 

Correct?
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We can now determine which structure is 

missing the excluded 2 acres

1

2

3

?
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Is anybody using this GIS stuff in Mass Appraisal????
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“Analyzing data with GIS is like playing the piano. 

Somebody else has done the difficult job of making 

the tools, you just need to know what buttons to 

push!"




