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In Memoriam

Charles Anthony Nazerian

October 23, 1961  - April 8, 2023



In Memoriam

“Chuck was a pleasure to work with. I will forever remember his 
personality and knack for storytelling. He lived a great life. And will 
remain in our hearts forever. 😊😊”

- Anonymous



In Memoriam

“Chuck was an extraordinary manager, mentor, and friend to me. His 
vast knowledge, his keen sense of humor, and optimism are sorely 
missed. Working so closely with him, during the time we had, was a gift 
that continues to make my life better, both professionally and 
personally.”

- Stuart Hobgood



In Memoriam

We were surprised at Chuck’s funeral to hear from his lifelong friend that Chuck was always impatient. I have 
known Chuck for about five years, and he always seemed to be the calmest, most collected member in any 
meeting. Perhaps that makes sense because as the former Attorney General said at the funeral, Chuck 
inherited a U.S. Supreme Court case with a new job at the DOR. (I’m not sure if it was his first job at the DOR or 
a promotion.) Perhaps after that, everything seemed survivable.

When Ellen Mills retired as Director, the division needed a calm and steady hand, and Chuck was the perfect 
solution. Chuck always tried carefully to follow the law, to protect the state’s interests, and to respect the 
concerns of local government officials. But he also had a great skill of keeping things in perspective. I think this 
spirit filtered its way through the Department and among other constituents and encouraged clear thinking.  I 
will miss his ability to remain calm and philosophical in the midst of any storm. I will miss his thoughtful, kind 
and generous spirit.

- Matt Christy



In Memoriam

“When asked why he believed so passionately in the work we do, he 
said “for the children”. Chuck knew that at the end of the day, we 
aren’t just putting values on property; our work funds the schools our 
children attend, pays for the emergency services that keep us safe, and 
provides the financial resources necessary for our public libraries, parks 
and rec, and community services. Chuck did it for the children.”

- Cody Martin



In Memoriam

“Chuck was an awesome friend, colleague, and mentor.  He always 
looked at the total picture before weighing in.  He was cool and 
calculating and always had the taxpayer’s best interest first.  He was 
very fair and always provided support to any and every team member.  
I learned a lot from him over the years.  He was one of the smartest 
appraisers that I have ever worked with.  He is missed.”

- Kenny Colson



In Memoriam

“Chuck was a mentor who took the time to motivate and inspire me to 
a greater potential and gave me the opportunity to step back and 
creatively think outside of the box. Everyone has heard the old adage, 
“not to bring forth a problem without a solution.” Chuck would 
encourage me not to bring a problem without three possible and 
obtainable solutions. Chuck was a patient listener who always offered 
understanding and acceptance, allowing me to explore ideas, even if 
we eventually had to agree to disagree.”

- Christina Owens



In Memoriam

“Most of us look for mentoring all our lives.  Professionally and 
personally.  Professionally, Charles Nazerian was one of the giants at 
DOR.  Chuck had a style that was, for me, just perfect. He was savvy 
and smart. He was warm and had a sense of humor, which I frequently 
miss. He was a mature and wise man who always had a story.  He will 
be greatly missed.”

- Joseph Adams



In Memoriam

“As an instructor, Chuck always spoke with a soft, calm, and reassuring 
tone that made the frustrating material he taught a little easier to listen 
to. Maybe he knew it was giving us a headache. 😆😆
He will be missed as a mentor and advisor in my career; his sense of 
humor and laughter will forever remain a memory as a friend.”

- Anonymous



In Memoriam

“I’d like to note that I have a job at LGS because of Chuck. I first met 
him when I worked as an appraiser in Oconee County and was taking 
Course 2: Income, at Athens Tech. Sometime later, I ran into him again 
at a pool party in Dublin, GA. We struck up a conversation about 
working in the Ad Valorem Tax and I remember him saying “next time 
we open a position at Local Government Services, you should apply.” 
Well, I did and here I am. Thanks Chuck!”

- Nathan Evans



In Memoriam

“Charles Nazerian was a one-of-a-kind Director one of the best. He was 
an inspiration to me as well as the Local Government Services team. He 
always saw the glass full and was very supportive in helping us achieve 
our goals.”

- Suzette Parks
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CAVEAT 2023
8.2. EXAM PREREQUISITES
(a) All prerequisites must be fulfilled prior to challenging an exam.
(1) Appraiser I

a. Course I: Certification for Assessors
b. Course IA: Assessment Fundamentals for Appraisers

(2) Appraiser II
a. Appraiser I Examination with a grade of 80 or above
b. Course V: Cost Approach to Value
c. One of the following: 

Course III: Valuation of Personal Property 
Course IVA: Valuation of Urban Land 
Course IVB: Valuation of Rural Land



CAVEAT 2023
(3) Appraiser III

a. Appraiser II Examination with a grade of 80 or above
b. Course IIA: Income Approach to Value
c. Course VII: Appeals Procedures

(4) Appraiser IV
a. Appraiser III Examination with a grade of 80 or above
b. Course IIB: Application of Income
c. Course VI: Appraiser Management Development



CAVEAT 2023
New Courses

5.7. DEED FUNDAMENTALS
(a) Description: This 2 ½ day, 20-hour workshop provides an overview of deeds 
and plats, legal descriptions, and skills needed to accurately identify the interest in 
property being appraised.
(b) Prerequisites: Course I
5.8. DEED RESEARCH AND SALES QUALIFICATIONS
(a) Description: This 2 ½ day workshop provides an in-depth review of deeds and 
the different types of plats, legal descriptions, and skills needed to accurately 
identify the interest in property being appraised, as well as qualifying those deeds 
that are arm’s length bona fide sales. Course will also cover the review of other 
documents including Estates, Trusts, Wills, Affidavits, Title Exams and Title 
Insurance.

(b) Prerequisites: Deed Fundamentals
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Email 
verification has 
been requested. 

If you have not yet 
responded or 

would like to be 
added to the 

newsletter mailing 
list, please contact 
Christina Owens.



Latest edition will 
also be available 

on our department 
website:

DOR.GA.GOV
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What to Expect in 
The Revenue Report



January
Ownership transfers and qualifying sales

February
Personal Property Forms and Audits

March
QTP and Timber Harvests 

April
Homestead and Specialized Assessments

May
Cost tables and schedules

June
Notice of Assessments

July
Digest Submission to Tax Commissioner 

August
Appeals 

September
Digest Submission to Revenue Commissioner

October
Public Utilities

November
Preparing for Digest Reviews 

December
Manufactured Housing

Monthly Highlights



Chief Appraiser Spotlight
Introducing Chief Appraisers

Sharing their strengths

Staff Spotlight
Nominate Staff for Recognition

Highlighting excellence

Workplace Skills
Highlight New Skills

Making your workplace efficient

Upcoming Events for LGS & GCP 
Monthly course offerings & events

Questions & Answers
Hot Topics from Counties

Discussions brought to the forefront

In The Know
Current Events Affecting Appraisers

Legislation, court cases & the market

Events & Announcements



Meet Our Team
Christina L. Owens

Publication Manager
Editor-in-Chief
Workplace Skills Content

Compliance Specialist Supervisor
Cell: (470) 698-5524
Email: christina.owens@dor.ga.gov

Compliance Specialist I
Cell: (470) 580-1317
Email: jeanie.brown16@dor.ga.gov

Jeanie Faye Brown

Assistant Editor
Formatting & Illustration



Meet Our Team
Blair McLinn

Legal Research Editor
Q & A Content
“In The Know” Content

Compliance Specialist III
Cell: (404) 290-5098
Email: blair.mclinn@dor.ga.gov

Compliance Specialist I
Cell: (404) 617-4221
Email: nathan.evans1@dor.ga.gov

Nathan Evans

Announcements
Digest Compliance 
Copy Editor



Meet Our Team
Shanda Elliott

Upcoming Events
GCP Copy Editor

Administrative Assistant II
Cell: (478) 471-2508
Email: shanda.elliott3@dor.ga.gov

Compliance Specialist III
Cell: (404) 724-7000
Email: ben.pope@dor.ga.gov

Ben Pope

Staff Spotlight Content

           

Staff Member/Division Spotlight Content



Meet Our Team
Missy Dove

Chief Appraiser Spotlight

Compliance Specialist II
Cell: (404) 780-1111
Email: melissa.dove@dor.ga.gov

Compliance Specialist I
Cell: (770) 853-2892
Email: lisa.bryant1@dor.ga.gov

Lisa Bryant

Office Support Scheduling
Monthly Highlight Copy Editor



We Are Here to Help
Understanding there is no down time in the world of 

assessments, we would like to extend the courtesy of 
County visits if requested. 

If an appraiser or assessor has any questions or needs 
clarification, please contact one of our staff members for a 
prompt response or to schedule a visit.

Office Support Scheduling



If you have 
anything you 

would like to see 
in upcoming 
publications, 

please reach out 
to a member 
of the staff.
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QUESTIONS?
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48-5-311(G)(1) APPEAL TO SUPERIOR COURT

 The taxpayer or the BOA may appeal to the superior court. From the decisions of the:

 BOE

 Hearing officer

 Arbitrator

 By mutual written agreement, the taxpayer and the BOA may waive an appeal to 
the BOE and initiate an appeal

 The BOA shall not appeal a decision changing an assessment by 20% or less unless 
the BOA gives the CGA a written notice of its intent to appeal

 within 10 days of receipt of the notice, the CGA by majority vote, approves or denies 
the appeal



48-5-311 (G)(2)
 An appeal by the taxpayer shall be effected by:
 emailing
 if the county board of tax assessors has adopted a written policy 

consenting to electronic service

 mailing 
 filing

 with the county board of tax assessors notice of appeal a 
written petition for review.

40

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-3 (9) “PETITION FOR REVIEW” 
A request for review of a final judgment filed in a reviewing 
court by a petitioner

The request for review are for the formerly titled:
 writ of certiorari, 

 (sersh-oh-rare-ee) a writ (order) of a higher court to a lower court to send all the documents in a case to it so the higher court 
can review the lower court's decision. Most commonly used by the U.S. Supreme Court.

 writ of mandamus, 
 (man-dame-us) n. Latin for "we order," a writ (more modernly called a "writ of mandate") which orders a public agency or governmental 

body to perform an act required by law when it has neglected or refused to do so.

 writ of prohibition, or 
 a judicial order that may be used, at a higher court's discretion, to prevent a lower court from interfering with the 

higher court's determination of a case pending an appeal.

 notice of appeal



WHAT IS THE REASON FOR
“THE PETITION FOR REVIEW?”

• 5-3-2(a) The General Assembly finds that 
many appeals from a lower judicatory to 
a superior or state court result in 
dismissal on complex procedural 
grounds and not a decision on the 
merits.

42

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-2
• (b) It is the intent of the General Assembly in enacting 

this chapter to:
• (1) Provide a single, modern, and uniform procedure called a ‘petition for review’ for appealing a 

decision made by a lower judicatory to a superior or state court, as authorized by the laws and the 
Constitution of this state;

• (2) Increase access to justice through the greater resolution of appeals on the basis of substantive 
issues rather than on complex procedural grounds; and

• (3) Retain the limited appellate jurisdiction of state courts prescribed in the Constitution of Georgia 
and Code sections outside of this chapter.

43

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-2
• (c) Consistent with the laws and the Constitutions of Georgia and the United 

States, the courts shall:
• (1) Construe the provisions of this chapter broadly so as to:

• render decisions based on the merits of each case and

• avoid dismissal of any case or refusal to consider any points raised therein 
• unless such dismissal or refusal is expressly required by statute;

• (2) Construe any petition for review filed under this chapter according to its
• substance

• merit 

• function 

• and not merely its style, form, or title; and

• (3) Not construe this chapter to expand the limited appellate jurisdiction of state courts prescribed in the 
Constitution of Georgia and Code sections outside of this chapter.

44



5-3-3(3) ”DECISION”  
• any formal or informal adjudication, decision, 

determination, judgment, order, ruling, or other act 
of a judicatory that is judicial or quasi-judicial in 
nature.

45

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-3 (4) ”FINAL JUDGMENT” 
• a decision of a lower judicatory in a case that is no longer 

pending in a lower judicatory in which a petitioner has:
• (A) Exhausted all appeals or administrative remedies available in the lower 

judicatory; and

• (B) Satisfied all conditions precedent to appeal provided by law, including, 
but not limited to, the conditions provided for in Code Section 33-2-26.

46



5-3-3 (5) “JUDICATORY” 
• any court,

• official,

• board, 

• tribunal, 

• commission, 

• municipal or county authority,

• council, 

• or similar body exercising judicial or quasi-judicial powers authorized by law. 

• The term ‘judicatory’ shall include an arbitrator, administrative law judge, mediator, or 
similar adjudicator authorized by law to act on behalf or at the request of any public 
official or body. 47

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-3 (6) “LOWER JUDICATORY” 

• (A) Inferior in authority to the superior and 
state courts; and

• (B) Subject to the appellate jurisdiction of the 
superior or state courts as provided by the 
laws and the Constitution of this state.

48

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-3 (11) “RESPONDENT”

• a person who is adverse to the petitioner and a party to the 
dispute underlying the final judgment rendered by the lower 
judicatory… 

• shall not include any judge, official, or member of the lower 
judicatory that rendered the final judgment... 

49



5-3-3 (11) “RESPONDENT” CONTINUED

• If there is no party adverse to the petitioner, the respondent shall be for:
• (A) For quasi-judicial decisions rendered by a state official, board, tribunal, commission, authority, council, or similar body, the respondent shall be the State of Georgia;

• (B) For quasi-judicial decisions rendered by a municipal official, board, tribunal, commission, authority, council, or similar body, the respondent shall be the corresponding municipality; and

• (C) quasi-judicial decisions rendered by a county:
• local school system official,

• board,

• tribunal, 

• commission, 

• authority, 

• council,

• or similar body, 

• the respondent shall be the corresponding county or local school system.
50



5-3-5
• (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code 

section or otherwise provided by law, a reviewing court 
shall:

• (1) Review only matters raised in the record of the proceeding in the lower judicatory;

• (2) Accept the findings of fact and credibility of the lower judicatory unless they are clearly 
erroneous;

• (3) Accept a decision regarding an issue within the sound discretion of the lower judicatory unless 
such a decision was an abuse of discretion;

• (4) Determine whether the final judgment was sustained by sufficient evidence; and

• (5) Review questions of law de novo.
51



5-3-5
• (b) A reviewing court shall conduct a de novo proceeding under this 

chapter if a de novo proceeding is specified by law. 
• Cases reviewed under this subsection shall be heard by the reviewing court 

without a jury unless a jury trial is ordered by the reviewing court and 
authorized by law.

• (c) A demand for a jury trial under this chapter shall be filed in the 
reviewing court within 30 days after filing a petition for review.

52



5-3-6
• (a) A petitioner invokes the appellate jurisdiction of a reviewing 

court under this chapter by filing a petition for review with the 
clerk of the reviewing court.

• (b) The consent of the lower judicatory shall not be required for 
the filing of a petition for review.

53

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-7
• (d) Except for reasons other than having rendered the final judgment under review, 

any judge, official, or member of a lower judicatory that rendered the final judgment 
under review shall not be a party, defendant, or respondent in a petition for review. 
To correct such error, the reviewing court shall:

• (1) Require a petitioner to amend the petition for review; or

• (2) Upon the reviewing court’s own motion, order the erroneously named judge, 
official, or member of a lower judicatory dismissed.

54

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-7
• (e) Except as otherwise required by law, a petition for review 

shall contain in substantially similar form the following:
• (1) A caption stating the name of the petitioner and the name of 

the respondent, if any;

• (2) The title “PETITION FOR REVIEW TO SUPERIOR COURT” or 
“PETITION FOR REVIEW TO STATE COURT” below the caption;

55

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-7 CONTINUED
• (3) A body that includes the following:

• (A) The statement: “(name of petitioner), the petitioner named above, petitions the (Superior or 
State) Court of (name of county) for review of the final judgment rendered by (name of lower 
judicatory) on (date) with the following case number designated by the lower judicatory: (lower 
judicatory case number).”;

• (B) A concise statement of the final judgment being appealed;

• (C) A brief statement describing any existing recording, transcript, or other record of evidence in the 
lower judicatory

56

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-7 CONTINUED
• (4) The name, mailing address, telephone number, and 

email address, if any, of:

• (A) The attorney for the petitioner; or

• (B) The petitioner, if the petitioner is not represented 
by an attorney.

57

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-9
• (c) After a petition for review is filed in the reviewing court, 

the reviewing court shall:
• (1) Establish filing deadlines for any necessary 

documents; and
• (2) Schedule any necessary proceedings or hearings.

58

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-11
• (a) Any party requesting a filing deadline extension from the 

reviewing court shall do so before the expiration of the existing 
filing period in effect, whether prescribed or extended.

• (b) The reviewing court shall only grant one filing deadline 
extension not to exceed 30 days for the filing of a petition for 
review …

59

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-12
• (a) Except for a final decision on the merits, a reviewing court shall not 

dismiss a petition for review unless the reviewing court finds one or more 
of the following:

• (1) The petition for review was not filed within the time prescribed or extended;

• (2) The reviewing court lacks jurisdiction;

• (3) The question presented by the petitioner is moot;

• (4) The absence of a justiciable controversy;

• (5) The failure of a petitioner to prosecute; or

• (6) The failure of a petitioner to comply with the provisions of this chapter or any court rule or 
order. 60

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-17
• (a) Except to the extent prohibited by law, the filing 

of a petition for review under this chapter shall act 
as supersedeas and shall suspend but not vacate a 
final judgment of a lower judicatory.

 “Supersedeas” – Latin for “You shall desist”

61

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-17
• (h) A supersedeas provided for in this Code section shall suspend 

the final judgment of the lower judicatory until the petition for 
review is decided or dismissed by the reviewing court or by an 
appellate court upon appeal…

62

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



5-3-18
• (a) (1) After a petition for review is reviewed under this chapter, the 

reviewing court shall render a final decision:
• (A) Entering a judgment upon the petition for review;

• (B) Ordering dismissal of the petition for review;

• (C) Remanding a petition for review back to the lower judicatory with 
instructions; or 

• (D) A combination thereof.

63

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



• (b) The clerk of the reviewing court shall serve a 
copy of the final decision …within 5 days after the 
date such decision was rendered….

• (c) A final decision by the reviewing court under 
this chapter may be appealed to the appropriate 
appellate court as prescribed by law.

64

5-3-18

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



• (a) If a petition for review is dismissed or withdrawn pursuant to this chapter, the 
rights of all parties shall be the same as if no appeal had been filed. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the dismissal or withdrawal of a petition for review under 
this chapter shall:

• (1) Dismiss the petition for review;

• (2) Not dismiss the petitioner’s underlying case from the lower judicatory or vacate 
the final judgment of the lower judicatory; and

• (3) Reinstate the final judgment of the lower judicatory as if the petition for review 
had not been filed.

65

5-3-19

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



 Reasonable and necessary attorney’s fees and expenses of 
litigation may be assessed for frivolous actions or defenses 
in a petition for review as provided in Code Section 9-15-
14.

66

5-3-20

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



 (g)(2)…An appeal by the BOA shall be effected by giving notice a petition for review to 
the taxpayer. 

 The notice petition for review given to the taxpayer shall be dated and shall contain the 
name and the last known address of the taxpayer. 

 The notice of appeal petition for review shall specifically state the grounds for appeal. 

 The notice petition for review shall be mailed or filed within 30 days from the date on 
which the decision of the county board of equalization, hearing officer, or arbitrator is 
delivered… 67

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.

48-5-311



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311
 (g)(2)…Within 45 days of receipt of a taxpayer’s notice of appeal petition 

for review and before certification of the appeal to the the petition for 
review is filed in superior court, the BOA shall:
 Send to the taxpayer notice that a settlement conference, in which the BOA and the 

taxpayer shall confer in good faith
 held at a specified date and time which shall be no later than 30 days from the notice of the 

settlement conference 

 and notice of the amount of the filing fee for a petition for review, if any, required by the clerk 
of the superior court.

68

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311
 (g)(2)… A taxpayer may appear for the settlement conference in person, by his or her authorized agent 

or representative, or both. 

 The BOA, in their discretion and with the consent of the taxpayer, may alternatively conduct the 
settlement conference by audio or video teleconference or any other remote communication medium. 

 The taxpayer may exercise a one-time option to reschedule the settlement conference to a different 
date and time acceptable to the taxpayer during normal business hours. 

 After a settlement conference has convened, the parties may agree to continue the settlement 
conference to a later date.

69

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311
 (g) (2)… If at the end of the 45 day review period the BOA elects not to hold a 

settlement conference, 

 then the appeal shall terminate and the taxpayer’s stated value shall be entered in the 
records of the board of tax assessors as the FMV for the year under appeal and 299 (c) 
shall apply to such value. 

 If the taxpayer chooses not to participate in the settlement conference, he or she may 
not seek and shall not be awarded fees and costs at such time when appeal is settled
the petition for review is reviewed in superior court.

70

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311
 (g)(2)… If at the conclusion of the settlement conference the parties reach an 

agreement, the settlement value shall be entered in the records of the BOA as the fair 
market value for the tax year under appeal and 299 (c) shall apply to such value.

 If at the conclusion of the settlement conference the parties cannot reach an 
agreement, then written notice shall be provided to the taxpayer that the filing fees for 
the superior court must be paid by the taxpayer by submitting to the county board of 
tax assessors a check, money order, or any other instrument payable to the clerk of the 
superior court within 20 days of the date of the conference, with a copy of the check 
delivered to the county board of assessors. 

71

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311

 (g)(2)… Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 
contrary, the amount of the filing fee for an appeal under this 
subsection shall be $25.00. 

 An appeal under this subsection shall not be subject to any 
other fees or additional costs…

72

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311
 (g)(2)… Immediately following payment of such $25.00 filing fee by the taxpayer to the clerk of the 

superior court, the clerk shall remit the proceeds thereof to the governing authority of the county 
which shall deposit the proceeds into the general fund of the county.

 Within 30 days of receipt of  proof of payment the taxpayer’s payment made out to the clerk of the 
superior court, or, in the case of a petition for review filed by the BOA, within 30 days of giving notice 
of the petition for review to the taxpayer,

 the BOA shall certify to file with the clerk of the superior court the notice of appeal petition for review 
and any other papers specified by the person appealing, including, but not limited to, the staff 
information from the file used by the BOA, the BOE, the hearing officer, or the arbitrator. 

73

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311

 (g)(2)… Immediately following payment of such $25.00 filing fee 
to the clerk of the superior court, the clerk shall remit the 
proceeds thereof to the governing authority of the county 
which shall deposit the proceeds into the general fund of the 
county.

74

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311

 (g)(2)… All papers and information certified to filed with the clerk shall become a part 
of the record on appeal to the superior court. 

 At the time of certification the filing of the appeal petition for review, the BOA shall 
serve the taxpayer and his or her attorney of record, if any, with a copy of the notice 
of appeal petition for review filed in the superior court and with the civil action file 
number assigned to the appeal. 

 No discovery, motions, or other pleadings may be filed by the county board of tax 
assessors in the appeal until such service has been made.

75

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.



 (g)(3)The appeal shall constitute a de novo action. 
 De novo is a Latin term that means "anew," "from the beginning," or "afresh." 

 When a court hears a case “de novo,” it is deciding the issues without reference to any legal conclusion or assumption made by the 
previous court to hear the case.

 The board of tax assessors shall have the burden of proving its opinions of value and 
the validity of its proposed assessment by a preponderance of evidence. 

 Upon a failure of the board of tax assessors to meet such burden of proof, the court 
may, upon motion or sua sponte, authorize the finding shall find that the value 
asserted by the board of tax assessors is unreasonable incorrect and authorize the 
determination of the final value of the property.

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.

NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311



 (g)(4)(A) The appeal shall be placed on the court’s next available jury or bench trial 
calendar, at the taxpayer’s election, following the filing of the appeal unless continued 
by the court. 

 If only questions of law are presented in the appeal, the appeal shall be heard as soon 
as practicable before the court sitting without a jury. 

 Each hearing before the court sitting without a jury at the taxpayer’s election shall be 
held within 30 days following the date on which the appeal is filed with the clerk of the 
superior court unless continued by the court for a period not to exceed 90 days.

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2023, and shall apply to petitions for review filed in superior or state court on or after such date.

NEW FOR JULY 1 2023 48-5-311



48-5-311 SUPERIOR COURT

(g)(4)(B)(i) The BOA shall use the valuation:

 BOE

 Hearing officer

 Arbitrator 

in compiling the tax digest for the county



48-5-311SUPERIOR COURT

(g)(4)(B)(ii)(I) If the final determination of value on 
appeal is less than the valuation thus used, the tax 
commissioner shall be authorized to adjust the 
taxpayer’s tax bill to reflect the final value for the 
year in question.



48-5-311 SUPERIOR COURT

• (g)(4)(B)(ii)(II) If the final determination of value on 
appeal causes a reduction in taxes and creates a refund 
that is owed to the taxpayer, it shall be paid by the tax 
commissioner to the taxpayer, entity, or transferee who 
paid the taxes with interest



48-5-311 SUPERIOR COURT

 (g)(4)(B)(ii)(III) If the TAXPAYER APPEALS TO THE SUPERIOR 
COURT PURSUANT … AND THE final determination of value on 
appeal is 85% or less of the valuation set by the county board of 
equalization, hearing officer, or arbitrator as to any real property,

 the taxpayer… shall recover costs of litigation and reasonable 
attorney's fees incurred in the action… 



48-5-311 SUPERIOR COURT

 (g)(4)(B)(ii)(IV) IF THE BOA APPEALS TO THE SUPERIOR COURT … 
AND THE FINAL DETERMINATION OF VALUE ON APPEAL IS 85% 
OR LESS OF THE VALUATION SET BY THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS …

 THE TAXPAYER… SHALL RECOVER COSTS OF LITIGATION AND 
REASONABLE ATTORNEY'S FEES INCURRED IN THE ACTION…



48-5-311 SUPERIOR COURT

 (g)(4)(B)(iii) If the final determination of value on appeal is 
greater than the valuation set by the county board of 
equalization, hearing officer, or arbitrator, as applicable, causes 
an increase in taxes, and creates an additional billing, it shall be 
paid to the tax commissioner as any other tax due along with 
interest…



CAVEAT 2023

SB 215 - Public Records; personal information of public employees; 
protect from public disclosure

adding a new Code section § 50-18-78 



SB 215 

Requires local governments to protect personal information 
of law enforcement officers

• Residential address

• Phone number



SB 215 

“Law enforcement officer” means a 

• Sheriff
• Deputy sheriff
• Police officer
• Policeman
• Peace officer



SB 215 

“Law enforcement officer” means a 

• Department of Public Safety officer or member

• Other officer or official with power of arrest, and who is 
responsible for enforcing criminal laws

• Includes address and phone number of Law Enforcement 
spouses



SB 215 

Establishes that personally identifiable information shall be 
removed from all property records that are publicly available 
by the local government within 30 days of receiving a written 
request from any local law enforcement officer



SB 215 

What records?

• Property records

• Publicly available

• On internet website of the local government



SB 215 

30 days after receiving a written request from Law 
Enforcement officer



SB 215 

Form required by January 1, 2024:

• Local government must provide form

• May include process for verifying employment

• Must be made available on local government’s website



SB 215 

Court may order removal of information from website if not 
removed within 30 days.

Effective July 1, 2023



SB 215 
50-18-78. [Effective July 1, 2023]

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) “Law enforcement officer” means a sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, policeman, peace officer, officer or member of
the Department of Public Safety, or other officer or official who has the power of arrest and who is responsible for 
enforcing the criminal laws of the federal government or the state or its political subdivisions.

(2) “Local government” means any county or municipality of this state.

(3) “Personally identifiable information” means the residential address or phone number of an individual and the 
individual’s spouse, if applicable.

(b) Within 30 days after receiving a written request by any law enforcement officer, a local government shall remove the 
personally identifiable information of such law enforcement officer from all property records that are publicly available on 
any internet website of the local government. Relief for a law enforcement officer whose personally identifiable 
information is not removed within 30 days of such request shall be limited to injunctive relief against the county employee 
who had a ministerial duty to remove such personally identifiable information.

(c) On or before January 1, 2024, each local government shall provide a form for a law enforcement officer to use when 
requesting removal of personally identifiable information, which may include a process for verification of employment as 
a law enforcement officer. Such form shall be made available by the local government on its internet website.
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CAVEAT 2023

HB 311 - Ad valorem tax; optional temporary tax relief to certain 
properties located in nationally declared federal disaster areas

adding a new Code section § 48-5-33



HB 311 

To provide for optional temporary tax relief to certain 
properties located in nationally declared federal disaster 

areas.



HB 311 

Definitions:

“Disaster area” means that portion of any county which is 
wholly or partially located in a nationally declared disaster 
area.



HB 311 

“Eligible damaged tax parcel” means any tax parcel that 
contains a building located wholly or partially in a disaster 
area, which building has been determined by the appropriate 
local emergency management director to have incurred a 
degree of damage as a result of the disaster sufficient to 
qualify as ‘major.’



HB 311 

“Eligible destroyed tax parcel” means any tax parcel that 
contains a building located wholly or partially in a disaster 
area, which building has been determined by the appropriate 
local emergency management director to have incurred a 
degree of damage as a result of the disaster sufficient to 
qualify as “destroyed.”



HB 311 

“Governing authority” means the governing authority of the 
appropriate county, consolidated government, or 
municipality or the governing body of the appropriate county 
or independent board of education.



HB 311 

“Local emergency management director” means:
(A) The director of the local organization for emergency 
management for the county appointed, or the designee; or
(B) In the event that the governing authority of a 
municipality has elected to implement its own local 
organization for emergency management, the director of the 
local organization for emergency management for the 
municipality, or the designee. 



HB 311 

This Code section provides an optional mechanism to grant 
temporary tax relief to buildings located in a disaster area 
that have been destroyed or severely damaged as a result of 
the disaster.



HB 311 

Provides tax break options to assist property owners hurt by 
natural disaster
• Applies to buildings with “major damage” or “destroyed”
• Standards set by local emergency management directors
• Using Federal Emergency Management Agency Preliminary 

Damage Assessment Guide, or
• Other federal guide if deemed appropriate by local director



HB 311 

In disaster response operations
• Director shall determine any properties destroyed or with major 

damage
• Director provides written damage report to tax commissioner
• Only applies to buildings, not other real property or personal property
Tax Commissioners
• Determine the proper parcel numbers of damaged/destroyed property
• Provide aggregated data to each governing authority



HB 311 

Each governing authority decides whether to grant tax relief

If relief granted
• Authorized by resolution
• Applies for tax year disaster occurred
• Declare total dollar amount of tax relief
• Declare method for applying relief through the jurisdiction



HB 311 

Relief options
• Relief for destroyed and damaged property
• Relief only for destroyed property
• Differing relief for destroyed and damaged property

Types of relief
• Millage rate reduction, OR
• Flat dollar amount credit



HB 311 

Millage rate reduction
• Single rate reduction among all eligible parcels
OR
• Two rate reductions:

• Rate for destroyed parcels
• Rate for damaged parcels



HB 311 

Flat dollar amount
• Flat dollar amount credited for all eligible parcels
OR
• Two flat dollar amounts:

• One amount for destroyed parcels
• One amount for damaged parcels



HB 311 
Owners not required to act or apply for relief
• If relief granted by resolution, owners of eligible parcels automatically qualify

Owners authorized to
• Receive tax credit on the tax bill, or
• Claim a refund

Each governing authority acts independently
• Example:school district not bound by city or county decision
• Example: city not bound by county decision



HB 311 

Excluded property owners
• Owners of property not on the damaged/destroyed list may 

appeal to local director
• Director shall make on on-site determination
• Director may update the report to the Tax Commissioner
• Director’s determination shall be final
• No time limits stated for appeal



HB 311 

Effective March 16, 2023

Applies to property tax assessments issued on or after 
April 1, 2023
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HB 138 

Amends Code Section § 48-5-40 Paragraph (L)

update population bracket and census data for a certain 
property tax exemption for certain leased property



HB 138 

(L) 
In all counties having a population of not less than 23,500 25,400 
nor more than 23,675 25,500 , according to the United States 
decennial census of 2010 2020 or any future such census, where 
the person who is the applicant holds real property subject to a 
written lease; the applicant has held the property subject to such 
a lease for not less than three years prior to the year for which 
application is made; and the applicant is the owner of all 
improvements located on the real property;"
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2023 COURT CASE REVIEW
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AGENDA

 Fulton County Bd. of Tax Assessors v. Westside Atlanta Retail

 The importance of deadlines

 Bainbridge Ltd., L.P. v. Dekalb County Tax Assessors

 The value of tax credits

 Joint Dev. Authority of Jasper County v. McKenzie

 The thin line between usufructs and estates of years
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363 Ga. App. 839, 872 S.E.2d 886 (2022)

FULTON COUNTY BD. OF TAX ASSESSORS 
V. 

WESTSIDE ATLANTA RETAIL

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 119



FACTS

 Board and taxpayer disagreed on value of property, and taxpayer appealed, ultimately requesting a 
hearing

 Taxpayer’s appeal received by assessors on July 31, 2019

 Appeal Administrator reached out regarding hearing on January 31, 2020 (more than 180 days after), 
ultimately holding the hearing on June 26, 2020

 Taxpayer argued that the hearing was untimely, taking place more than 180 days after receipt of 
appeal

 Board disagrees, saying it has 180 days to respond, followed by another 180 days for the hearing 
officer to hold a hearing
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LAW

 Taxpayer to Tax Assessors (O.C.G.A. § 48-5-311(e.1)(5)):

 “If the county board of tax assessors fails to respond in writing . . . to the taxpayer within 180 days 
after receiving the taxpayer's notice of appeal, [taxpayer value becomes FMV].”

 Taxpayer to Hearing Officer (O.C.G.A. § 48-5-311(e.1)(6)(A)):

 “If no hearing officer is appointed or if no hearing is scheduled within 180 days after the county 
board of tax assessors receives the taxpayer's notice of appeal, [taxpayer value becomes FMV].”

 Note that the deadline text of these two sections is substantially identical
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VERDICT

 Court sides with taxpayer, saying hearing is untimely

 Plain language of the statute requires hearing be scheduled within 180 days of 
receiving notice

 Board says that having both provisions cover same time period “makes no sense in 
practice,” but that isn’t enough to overcome the plain language of the statute

 Also pushes back on argument, saying that if the board follows the non-penalized 
deadlines (90 days review, 30 days for taxpayer response, 30 days to certify 
appeal), none of this would be an issue
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LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS

 HB 264 (2023 Legislative Session)

 Would change the tax assessor deadline from “taxpayer win if no response in 180 
days from notice of appeal” to “if no response in 90 days, case forwarded to Appeal 
Administrator” (hearing officer deadline unchanged)

 Wouldn’t change outcome of case, but may reduce these deadline losses

 However, did not pass

 Case is still good law
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TAKEAWAYS

 Courts reluctant to read against clear statutory text

 Absurdity is a very high bar, has to be more than just questionable policy 
decision

 Importance of tracking deadlines

 Possibility of new legislation in future
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362 Ga. App. 654, 869 S.E.2d 606 (2022)

BAINBRIDGE LTD., L.P. 
V.

DEKALB COUNTY TAX ASSESSORS
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BACKGROUND

 Property financed by low-income housing tax credits

 In exchange for credits, agreed to rent some units at below-market 
rates

 Assessors and taxpayer disagreed about valuation

 Case centered on whether the low-income rent agreements should be 
used to adjust the value of the property
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ASSESSOR’S ARGUMENT

 3 arguments against considering rent restrictions

 Agreement regarding restricted rents is a contract matter within 
taxpayer’s control

 No line item for factors under cost approach

 Tax credit properties do not constitute economic obsolescence 
because they are “not external” to the property owner’s decisions and 
received something in return
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THE LAW

 O.C.G.A. § 48-5-2(3)(B):

 “The tax assessor shall apply the following criteria in determining the fair market value of real property:

 (i) Existing zoning of property;

 (ii) Existing use of property . . . ;

 (iii) Existing covenants or restrictions in deed dedicating the property to a particular use;

 . . . (vi) Rent limitations, higher operating costs resulting from regulatory requirements imposed on 
the property, and any other restrictions imposed upon the property in connection with the property 
being eligible for any income tax credits . . . ;

 . . . (viii) Any other existing factors provided by law or by rule and regulation of the commissioner 
deemed pertinent in arriving at fair market value.
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THE LAW (CONTINUED)

 O.C.G.A. § 48-5-2(3)(B)(vii):

 (I) In establishing the value of any property subject to rent restrictions under the sales comparison 
approach, any income tax credits described in division (vi) of this subparagraph that are attributable to a 
property may be considered in determining the fair market value of the property, provided that the tax 
assessor uses comparable sales of property which, at the time of the comparable sale, had unused 
income tax credits that were transferred in an arm’s length, bona fide sale.

 (II) In establishing the value of any property subject to rent restrictions under the income approach, any 
income tax credits described in division (vi) of this subparagraph that are attributable to property may 
be considered in determining the fair market value of the property, provided that such income tax 
credits generate actual income to the record holder of title to the property;
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VERDICT

 Court sides with taxpayer, says assessors have to consider the statutory factors, 
including rent limitations

 Hinges on statute saying “shall apply” factors, as opposed to a prior version of the 
statute that says “shall consider” factors

 Remands case back to trial court to determine new value

 Rejects taxpayer request for attorneys fees because they chose to exclude hearing 
office testimony

 Can’t determine if below 85% of value if they can’t know the value
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TAKEAWAYS

 “Shall” is mandatory in legal writing

 Need to stay up to date with law

 Court expressly disclaims case relied on by trial court that was decided 
under prior law

 Factors need to be applied whether using cost or income approach
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2023 Ga. App. LEXIS 178 (2023)

JOINT DEV. AUTH. OF JASPER COUNTY 
V.

MCKENZIE
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FACTS

 $15 billion bond issuance to entice Rivian to build factory in counties

 Complicated structure designed to avoid obligation of Rivian to pay ad valorem taxes

 Long case, 2 major points relevant to us:

 Rivian uses the land under the terms of a Rental Agreement

 Agreement claims to create a usufruct instead of an estate of years, which relieves Rivian of the 
ad valorem tax obligation it would have if subject to an estate of years

 Opponents to bond scheme challenge this, argue that it is in fact an estate of years

 Instead, PILOT Payments for Rivian to pay off bonds
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LAW

 Real property rental agreements split in two categories

 Usufruct: generally less than 5 year term, not subject to ad valorem taxation

 Estate of years: 5 years or more, subject to ad valorem taxation

 Factors to consider when determining whether usufruct or estate of years

 (i) the terms used in the instrument of conveyance to describe the grantee's rights; 

 (ii) any provisions in the instrument addressing the parties' understanding as to liability for ad valorem 
taxes; 

 (iii) the grantor's retention of dominion or control over the leased property; 

 (iv) which party has retained the duties to keep and maintain the premises and appurtenances; and 

 (v) whether the grantee may assign the lease or allow any part of the leased premises to be used by 
others without the grantor's consent.
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VERDICT (PART 1)

 Court concludes that this is a usufruct

 Even though far beyond 5 year term, looks to factors

 (i) the terms used in the instrument of conveyance to describe the 
grantee's rights;

 Parties clearly labeled it usufruct
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VERDICT (PART 2)

 (ii) any provisions in the instrument addressing the parties' 
understanding as to liability for ad valorem taxes; 

 Intended for Rivian not to pay ad valorem

 JDA agreed to pay legal fees to challenge adverse determination

 If challenge failed, any ad valorem taxes would be deducted from their 
PILOT Payment obligations
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VERDICT (PART 3)

 (iii) the grantor's retention of dominion or control over the leased property; 

 Says terms “contain indicia both of an estate for years and a usufruct,” ultimately deciding usufruct

 Rivian constructs the project, without JDA approval (only need JDA consent for demolition)

 All property owned by the state, JDA has right to inspect

 Must comply with certain laws

 Everyone has to comply with laws, but the JDA has enforcement rights by contract

 Property used for limited purpose, with billboards and signage restricted 
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VERDICT (PART 4)

 (iv) which party has retained the duties to keep and maintain the premises and appurtenances;

 Rivian required to maintain, repair, insure, keep operations safe; JDA expressly has no obligations

 Court decides this actually indicates usufruct, saying “If the parties had intended to convey an 
estate for years, the duties described would have been the lessee's responsibility under the law, 
thus making it unnecessary to insert such a provision in the body of the agreement.”

 Compare this to the language elsewhere in the opinion, where “the agreement specifically 
provides that it grants only a usufruct, and further provides that its terms ‘limit [Rivian's] rights 
in the Project to such an extent that [Rivian] does not have the right to use the Project in as 
absolute a manner as it would have if it were the owner of the Project or a lessee with an estate 
for years …’” which was also used to support finding a usufruct
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VERDICT (PART 5)

 (v) whether the grantee may assign the lease or allow any part of the leased 
premises to be used by others without the grantor's consent.

 Rivian requires JDA’s consent to assign, sublease, or create a lien, except when 
subleasing to affiliate

 JDA must be reasonable in consenting to assignments to “suppliers”

 Decides this points to usufruct

 Factors, taken together, lead court to conclude it is usufruct
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TAKEAWAYS

 Deciding whether arrangement is usufruct or estate of years is a very 
narrow line, highly fact-specific

 Parties have very broad rights to shift tax burden, provided they draft 
artfully enough

 This is court of appeals case, may be overturned if it goes to GA Supreme 
Court

 Focus on the law, not the facts
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HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT
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 $18,000 Additional property exemption for all qualified homestead 
property.

 $18,000 HTRG exemption applies after all other State and Local 
homestead exemptions.

 $18,000 HTRG exemption applies to all millage rates except Bond 
Millages.

 HTRG credit must be shown on the property tax bill as a credit.
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 HTRG credit calculation = $18,000 x Applicable millage rate = HTRG credit.

 County M&O 4.22 x 18,000 =   75.96

 County Bond 1.6                   =       0.00  HTRG DOES NOT APPLY TO BOND MILLAGE

 School M&O 17.75 x 18,000 = 319.50

 Fire District 2.5 x 18,000 =    45.00

 Total HTRG Credit =                    440.46
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 FMV  x 40% = NET ASSESSMENT – EXEMPTIONS = TAXABLE VALUE x MILLAGE RATE = TAX DUE

 COUNTY M&O TAX: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 4.22 mils = $310.19

 COUNTY BOND: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $0 = $75,504 x 1.60 mils = $120.81

 FIRE DISTRICT: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 2.50 mils = $183.76

 COUNTY SCHOOL : $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 17.75 mils = $1,304.70

 TOTAL TAX DUE:   $1,919.46
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 FMV  x 40% = NET ASSESSMENT – EXEMPTIONS = TAXABLE VALUE x MILLAGE RATE = TAX DUE

 COUNTY M&O TAX: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 4.22 mils = $310.19

 HTRG CREDIT: ($18,000) x 4.22 mils = ($75.96)

 COUNTY BOND: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $0 = $75,504 x 1.60 mils = $120.81

 **HTRG DOES NOT APPLY TO BOND MILLAGE**

 FIRE DISTRICT: $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 2.50 mils = $183.76

 HTRG CREDIT: ($18,000) x 2.50 mils = ($45.00)

 COUNTY SCHOOL : $188,760 x 40% = $75,504 - $2,000 = $73,504 x 17.75 mils = $1,304.70

 HTRG CREDIT: ($18,000) x 17.75 mils = ($319.50)

 TOTAL TAX DUE:   $1,919.46

 TOTAL HTRG CREDIT: ($440.46)

 NET TAX DUE: $1,479.00
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 FMV  x 40% = NET ASSESSMENT – EXEMPTIONS = TAXABLE VALUE x MILLAGE RATE = TAX DUE

 COUNTY M&O TAX: $215,230 x 40% = $86,092 - $4,000 = $82,092 x 4.22 mils = $346.43

 HTRG CREDIT: ($18,000) x 4.22 mils = ($75.96)

 COUNTY BOND: $215,230 x 40% = $86,092 - $4,000 = $82,092 x 1.60 mils = $131.35

 **HTRG DOES NOT APPLY TO BOND MILLAGE**

 FIRE DISTRICT: $215,230 x 40% = $86,092 - $4,000 = $82,092 x 2.50 mils = $205.23

 HTRG CREDIT: ($18,000) x 2.50 mils = ($45.00)

 COUNTY SCHOOL : $215,230 x 40% = $86,092 - $86,092 = $0 x 17.75 mils = $0.00

 HTRG CREDIT: ($0.00) x 17.75 mils = ($0.00)

 TOTAL TAX DUE:   $683.01

 TOTAL HTRG CREDIT: ($120.96)

 NET TAX DUE: $562.05
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 FMV  x 40% = NET ASSESSMENT – EXEMPTIONS = TAXABLE VALUE x MILLAGE RATE = TAX DUE

 COUNTY M&O TAX: $285,000 x 40% = $114,000 - $109,986 = $4,014 x 4.22 mils = $16.94

 HTRG CREDIT: ($4,014) x 4.22 mils = ($16.94)

 COUNTY BOND: $285,000 x 40% = $114,000 - $109,986 = $4,014 x 1.60 mils = $6.42

 **HTRG DOES NOT APPLY TO BOND MILLAGE**

 FIRE DISTRICT: $285,000 x 40% = $114,000 - $109,986 = $4,014 x 2.50 mils = $10.04

 HTRG CREDIT: ($4,014) x 2.50 mils = ($10.04)

 COUNTY SCHOOL : $285,000 x 40% = $114,000 - $109,986 = $4,014 x 17.75 mils = $71.25

 HTRG CREDIT: ($4,014) x 17.75 mils = ($71.25)

 TOTAL TAX DUE:   $104.65

 TOTAL HTRG CREDIT: ($98.23)

 NET TAX DUE: $6.42
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 Requirements for the county to receive the HTRG reimbursement:
1. County must compute the total number of qualified homesteads for each tax district.
2. County must compute the total dollar value of the qualified homesteads for each tax district.
3. County must show the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT as a credit on the county tax bill.
4. County must complete the form PT-553c requesting the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT from DOR.

5. County must supply the supporting documentation for the computations submitted on form PT-553c
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 Supporting documentation shall consist of:
a. form PT-553 Summary
b. complete list of the qualified homesteads for each district
c. copy of a county tax bill showing the HTRG credit
d. form PT-35 Millage Rate Certification

 All documentation for the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT should be 
submitted to DOR during the counties digest submission process.
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 Municipal taxes that are not collected by the county Tax Commissioner should remit 
the form PT-553m to DOR requesting the HOMEOWNER TAX RELIEF GRANT.

 Municipalities must also submit supporting documentation for the computations on 
the form PT 553m.
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1. Supporting documentation shall consist of:
a. form PT-553 Summary
b. complete list of the qualified homesteads for each district
c. copy of a municipal tax bill showing the HTRG credit
d. form PT-38 Millage Rate Certification
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 The following statement must be prominently displayed 
on the tax bill:

 "The 'HTRG Credit' reduction shown on your bill is the result of 
homeowner tax relief enacted by the Governor and the General 
Assembly of the State of Georgia."
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QUESTIONS?

Danny Forsyth
Compliance Specialist Supervisor

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 157

(678) 201-8412

Dan.Forsyth@dor.ga.gov
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Local Government Services 

HB 121 MULTIPURPOSE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES

May 23, 2023



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLEHB 121- MULTIPURPOSE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES

 Allows some vehicles built for off-road use to be driven on
county roads

 Exception from O.C.G.A. § 40-3-30.1 requirements

 State safety equipment requirements in Chapter 8 of Title 40

 Comply with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS)

 Comply with federal “Clean Air Act” emissions standards
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What is a multipurpose off-highway vehicle?
 Motorized vehicle having features specifically intended for utility use

 Designed to travel on 4 or more wheels

 Uses steering wheel

 Nonstraddle seat

 Gross vehicle weight rating < 4,000 pounds

 Buick Envision AWD Crossover – 4,017 pounds

 Operates between 25 mph and 65 miles per hour

 Minimum cargo capacity of 350 pounds

 Overall width of 80 inches or less (not including accessories or attachments)
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Treatment at County Tag Office
 Registration only; No titling

 Probably issue serial plates

 May not have true VIN plates

 Special plate – due January 1, 2024

 Designating vehicle as MOHV

 TOP authorized until metal plate available

 Registration fee – $20
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Requirements
 Headlights

 Brake lights

 Taillights

 Rearview mirror

 Safety belts
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Driving rules
 Only operated on county road system highways

 Permitted to cross municipal streets and state highways

 Additional rules to control lane usage

 Not allowed to ride side by side in same lane

 Cannot pass another vehicle in same lane

 Cannot drive between rows of vehicles or between lanes of traffic
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 Effective: July 1, 2023 

 Issuance of metal plates due January 1, 2024

https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63750

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 164

https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63750


CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLE

QUESTIONS?

Missy Dove
Compliance Specialist II

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 165

Melissa.dove@dor.ga.gov
(404) 780-1111
dor.georgia.gov
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PERSONAL PROPERTY FARM PRODUCT 
EXEMPTIONS
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Who qualifies:
Family-owned qualified farm products producers

 Individual/family-owned farm entity primarily engaged in the:
1. Direct cultivation of the soil

2. Soil removed from land and placed in pots or containers

3. Operation of land for the production of qualified farm products
DOES NOT INCLUDE: Wholesalers, distributors, storage facility owners, manufacturers, processors

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 167

NEW STYLE
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Who qualifies:
Family-owned farm entity:
 Family corporation, family partnership, family GP, family LP, family LLC, 

estates & trusts
 Entities must be owned by natural or naturalized citizens
 Must be related to each other within 4th degree of civil reckoning
 80% + gross income must come from bona fide agricultural uses within 

the stateDEPARTMENT of REVENUE 168

NEW STYLE
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Family-owned farm entity includes:
 Entity created by the merger or consolidation of two or more 

entities that would qualify independently as a family owned 
farm entity 

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 170

NEW STYLE
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 171

Requirements:
1. Remain in the hands of a family-owned qualified farm products producer 

2. Still in their natural and unprocessed condition, unless processed solely 
for further use in the production of other QFP 

3. Not held for direct retail sale by someone other than the original family-
owned qualified farm products producer. 

NEW STYLE
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 172

Qualified Farm Products:
Livestock, dairy products, unfertilized eggs of poultry, crops, fruit or nut 
bearing trees, bushes, or plants, annual and perennial plants, Christmas 
trees, plants and trees grown in nurseries for transplantation elsewhere.

Does not include standing timber!

NEW STYLE
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 173

Qualified Farm Equipment:
 Farm tractors, combines, and all other farm equipment

 EXCEPTIONS: 

 Motor Vehicles

 Farm equipment owned by or held under a lease purchase agreement

 Directly used in the production of ag products by family owned qualified 
farm products producer 

NEW STYLE
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 174

Who qualifies:

All Corporations including family owned corporations with less than 80% 
income derived from a bona fide agricultural use with the state. 

OLD STYLE

Prior to 1999
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All farm products:
 Grown in the state & remains in the hands of the producer

 One year exemption

 Begins immediately after initial production

 Exceptions:
 Laying hen

 Brood cow

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 175
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 176

Initial Production Exceptions:
 Laying Hen
 6 months after hen is born

 12 months exemption time

OLD STYLE

 Brood Cow
 12 months conception age

 9 months after conception age

 12 months exemption time

Total Exemption is 18 Months Total Exemption is 33 Months
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 177

Harvested Ag Products:
 Planting-to-harvest cycle of 12 months or less

 Customarily cured or aged for a period in excess of one year after harvesting and 
before manufacturing.

 Grown in the state & remains in the hands of the producer

 Held in state for manufacturing/processing

 One year exemption

OLD STYLE
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 178

STYLE TIME FRAME WHO QUALIFIES WHAT QUALIFIES
OLD 12 months • Corporations Crops
O.C.G.A. 48-5-40 with exceptions • Family-owned corporations Laying hens (18 months)
& 48-5-41  prior to 1999 *Less than 80% from agri-business income Brood cows (33 months)

Original Producer- GA grown 

NEW Not applicable • Individuals                                         
• Family-owned farm entities                 

*More than 80% from agri-business income
• Entity created by the merger or 

consolidation of two or more entities 
that would qualify independently as 
a family owned farm entity 

Livestock, dairy products, 
unfertilized eggs of poultry, 
crops, fruit or nut bearing trees, 
bushes or plants, annual and 
perennial plants, Christmas trees, 
plants and trees grown in 
nurseries for transplantation 
elsewhere, farm equipment. 
Original Producer- GA grown 
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DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 179

*If used in an agribusiness, can be exempted as farm equipment

Exempt Taxable
Combines Bulldozers*
Farm equipment held under a lease 
purchase agreement Leased Equipment*
Farm implements Aircraft*
Irrigation systems Office equipment and retail fixtures
Milking equipment Off-Site Packaging Equipment
Poultry house equipment Excavator*
Swine parlor equipment Backhoe*
Tractors
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Exemptions from taxation must be strictly construed, and an exemption 
will not be held to be conferred unless the terms under which it is granted 
clearly and distinctly show that such was the intention of the General 
Assembly.
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HB 997
Provides state-wide exemption from all ad valorem taxes for certain 
equipment used by timber producers in the production or harvest of 
timber. 
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CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLETIMBER EQUIPMENT EXEMPTION 

O.C.G.A. 48-5-41.3
'Timber equipment' means any equipment other than motor vehicles, whether fixed or 
mobile, which is owned by or held under a lease-purchase agreement by a timber 
producer and directly used in the production or harvest of timber. 
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O.C.G.A. 48-5-41.3
'Timber producer' means any one or more individuals or any entity, which is registered 
to do business in this state, that is primarily engaged in the good faith subsistence or 
commercial production or harvest of timber products. Such persons may also be 
engaged in one or more of the following secondary practices:

 Land conservation and ecological forest management in which commercial production of wood and wood fiber 
products may be undertaken primarily for conservation and restoration purposes rather than financial gain; 

 The promotion, preservation, or management of wildlife habitat;  
 Carbon sequestration in accordance with the Georgia Carbon Sequestration Registry;  
 Mitigation and conservation banking that results in restoration or conservation of wetlands and other natural 

resources; or 
 The production and maintenance of ecosystem products and services, such as, but not limited to, clean air and 

water.
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O.C.G.A. 48-5-41.3
‘Timber equipment' means any equipment other than motor vehicles, whether fixed or 
mobile, which is owned by or held under a lease-purchase agreement by a timber 
producer and directly used in the production or harvest of timber:

 Equipment used in harvesting shall include all off-road equipment and related 
attachments used in every forestry procedure starting with the severing of a tree 
from the ground until and including the point at which the tree or its parts in any 
form has been loaded in the field in or on a truck or other vehicle for transport to the 
place of use.
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Such off-road equipment 
shall include, but not be 
limited to, skidders, feller 
bunchers, debarkers, 
delimbers, chip harvesters, 
tub-grinders, woods cutters, 
chippers of all types, loaders 
of all types, dozers, mid-
motor graders, and the 
related attachments.
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O.C.G.A. 48-5-41.3
‘Timber products’ means trees, timber, 
or other wood and wood fiber products 
grown from or on the land.
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QUESTIONS?

Nathan Evans
Compliance Specialist II

DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 187

nathan.evans1@dor.ga.gov
404-617-4221

dor.georgia.gov



CAVEAT 2023 

MISC LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS



HB 118 

HB 118- Provide homestead exemption in Bartow County
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Increases the homestead exemption from certain Bartow County 
School District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in the 
amount of $5,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
certain residents of that school district to $15,000.00 of the assessed 
value of the homestead.

• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 2024



HB 270 
HB 270 - College Park, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; provide homestead 
exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from City of College Park ad valorem taxes for 
municipal purposes for the full amount of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that city who are disabled or who are 65 years of age or older and whose 
income, together with the income of the spouse who also occupies and resides at such 
homestead, does not exceed the maximum amount which may be received by an 
individual and an individual's spouse at full retirement age under the federal Social Security 
Act for the immediately preceding year. Persons claiming the exemption for disability must 
provide certification from 2 or more licensed physicians. The exemption shall be renewed 
each year as long as the resident is living in the home. It will be voted on by the residents 
of City of College Park.



HB 270 
HB 270 - College Park, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; provide 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The social security maximum amount for tax year 2023 is $87,048 

• A person shall not receive the homestead exemption granted unless such person or 
person's agent files an application with the governing authority of the City of College 
Park.

• The homestead exemption shall be in lieu of and not in addition to any other 
homestead exemption applicable to City of College Park ad valorem taxes for 
municipal purposes.

• shall conduct such election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 2023



HB 395
HB 395 - Heard County; ad valorem tax for county and educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption. 
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provides an additional homestead exemption for each resident of the Heard 

County school district who is 70 years of age or older is granted an exemption on 
that person's homestead from Heard County school district ad valorem taxes for 
educational purposes in the amount of $20,000.00 of the assessed value of that 
Homestead. 

• The exemption provided for in this section shall be in addition to and not in lieu 
of any other exemption provided for in this Act.

• shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 2024



HB 511

HB 511 - Provide a homestead exemption from all Catoosa County 
School District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes to those over 
75.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• The unremarried surviving spouse of a person who was originally 

granted the homestead exemption from all Catoosa County School 
District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes to those over 75 shall 
continue receiving the exemption provided they are 70 years of age or 
older and continues to occupy the home as a residence and homestead.

• shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 2024



HB 591

HB 591 - DeKalb County; increase income cap on homestead 
exemption for citizens age 65 or older meeting certain income 
requirements; provisions
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Increases the income cap on a homestead exemption for 

residents over 65 years of age or disabled who’s combined 
income does not exceed $37,500.00. 

• Increase cap from $15,000 currently to $37,500 if passed.



HB 591

HB 591 - DeKalb County; increase income cap on homestead 
exemption for citizens age 65 or older meeting certain income 
requirements; provisions
• Effective date: January 1, 2024

• Exemption amount $14,000

• The election superintendent shall conduct that election on the 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 2023



HB 593
HB 593 - DeKalb County; increase income cap on homestead exemption for 
citizens 62 years or older meeting certain income requirements; provisions.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends a former local constitutional amendment (Ga. L. 1982, p. 2659) for 

the homestead exemption for the residents who are 62 years of age or older 
or who are disabled from all Dekalb County School District ad valorem taxes 
on $20,000 of the value of the homestead by (1) increasing the income cap 
from $16,000 to $40,000 for the immediate preceding taxable year (2) 
providing responsibilities of the DeKalb County Tax Commissioner.

• shall conduct that election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November, 2023



HB 594
HB 594 - DeKalb County; increase income cap on homestead exemption for 
citizens 65 years or older meeting certain income requirements; provisions.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act (Ga. L. 1988, p. 4160) that provides a homestead exemption in 

the amount of $14,000.00 value of the homestead for residents of DeKalb 
County School District 65 years of age or older or disabled by increasing the 
income cap from $15,000.00 to $37,000.000 for the immediately preceding 
taxable year. 

• shall conduct that election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November, 2023



HB 622

HB 622 - Bartow County; ad valorem tax; increase homestead 
exemption to $15,000.00.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Amends a homestead exemption (Ga. L. 1994, p. 4058) from certain 

Bartow County ad valorem taxes by increasing the amount from 
$5,000.00 to $15,000.00. 

• shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 2024



HB 632

HB 632 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; modify 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act providing a homestead exemption (Ga. L. 2000, p. 4285) 

from certain City of Decatur ad valorem taxes in the amount of 
$40,000.00 by modifying it to all City of Decatur ad valorem taxes except 
for ad valorem taxes to pay interest on and to retire municipal bonded 
indebtedness. 

• shall conduct that election in conjunction with the November, 2023



HB 633
HB 633 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; modify homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amend an Act providing an additional homestead exemption from City of 

Decatur ad valorem taxes for certain residents of said city, approved March 
27, 1985 (Ga. L. 1985, p. 4140), as amended, particularly by an Act approved 
April 26, 2016 (Ga. L. 2016, p. 3630), so as to modify the amount of the 
homestead exemption from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00 for residents of such 
city who are 65 years of age or older. 

• shall conduct that election in concurrence with the municipal general election 
in November, 2023



HB 634

HB 634 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; provide 
new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a new homestead exemption from City of Decatur ad valorem 

taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of $40,000.00 for each 
resident of the City of Decatur who resides upon real property subject to 
a written lease having an initial term of not less than 99 years with a 
landlord that is an entity whose primary mission is affordable housing 
and exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the federal Internal 
Revenue Code and who owns all improvements located on the real 
property.



HB 634

HB 634 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal 
purposes; provide new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024

• The surviving spouse of the person who has been granted 
the exemption shall continue to receive such exemption, so 
long as that surviving spouse continues to occupy the home 
as a residence and homestead.



HB 634

HB 634 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; provide 
new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• A person shall not receive the homestead exemption unless the person 

or person’s agent files an application with the governing authority, or its 
designee, of the City of Decatur giving such information relative to 
receiving such exemption as will enable the governing authority, or its 
designee, to make a determination regarding the initial and continuing 
eligibility of such applicant for such exemption. The governing authority, 
or its designee, of the City of Decatur shall provide application forms  for 
this purpose.



HB 634

HB 634 - Decatur, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal 
purposes; provide new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The homestead exemption shall be in addition to and not in 

lieu of any other homestead exemption applicable to 
property taxes for city purposes. 

• Shall conduct that election in concurrence with the 
municipal general election in November, 2023. 



HB 671

HB 671 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; increase homestead 
exemption to $10,000.00.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends the homestead exemption from all City of Sugar Hill ad 

valorem taxes for any city purposes in the amount of $2,000.00 
of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of said city 
who are 65 years of age or over, approved March 25, 1994 (Ga. 
L. 1994, p. 4194), by increasing the exemption from $2,000.00 to 
$10,000.00. 



HB 671

HB 671 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; increase homestead 
exemption to $10,000.00.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Except that land which is included in that homestead and which 

exceeds one acre shall not have the value thereof exempt under 
this Act.

• Shall conduct that election in conjunction with the November, 
2023 municipal general election



HB 672

HB 672 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; increase homestead 
exemption to $10,000.00.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act providing a homestead exemption from all City of 

Sugar Hill ad valorem taxes for city purposes in the amount of 
$2,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of said city, excluding land in excess of one acre, approved April 
4, 1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 4675), by increasing the exemption from 
$2,000.00 to $10,000.00. 



HB 672

HB 672 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; increase 
homestead exemption to $10,000.00.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Shall conduct that election in conjunction with the 

November, 2023, municipal general election



HB 673

HB 673 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; provide homestead 
exemption
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from the City of Sugar Hill ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$10,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of that city whose income does not exceed $10,000.00 per 
annum and who are disabled or who are 62 years of age or older 
or disabled. 



HB 673

HB 673 - Sugar Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; provide 
homestead exemption
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Shall conduct that election in conjunction with the 

November, 2023, municipal general election



HB 711

HB 711 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; increase homestead 
exemption to $8,000.00
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Amends an Act to provide a homestead exemption of $4,000.00 from all 

county school district ad valorem taxation, except taxes levied to retire 
bonded indebtedness, which applies to the homestead of each resident 
of the Gwinnett County school district occupied by the owner as a 
residence and homestead, approved March 24, 1988 (Ga. L. 1988, 
p. 4199), by increasing said homestead exemption to $8,000.00. 



HB 711

HB 711 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; increase 
homestead exemption to $8,000.00
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general 

primary in 2024



HB 717

HB 717 - Forsyth County; ad valorem tax for educational 
purposes; provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provides for a homestead exemption from Forsyth County school 

district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes, through tax 
year 2035, in an amount equal to the amount by which the 
current year assessed value of a homestead exceeds the adjusted 
base year assessed value of such homestead. 



HB 717

HB 717 - Forsyth County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• The tax commissioner shall adjust the base year assessed value annually 

by no more than 4 percent.

• The surviving spouse of the person who has been granted the exemption 
shall continue to receive the exemption, so long as that surviving spouse 
continues to occupy the home as a residence and homestead. 



HB 717

HB 717 - Forsyth County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• The homestead exemption shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any 

other homestead exemption applicable to county ad valorem taxes for 
educational purposes. 

• The county election superintendent shall set the date of such election on 
the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November, 2024.



HB 729
HB 729 - Brookhaven, City of; DeKalb County; modify amount of base year 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act to incorporate the City of Brookhaven in DeKalb County, 

approved April 16, 2012 (Ga. L. 2012, p. 5527), as amended, particularly by an 
Act approved on May 7, 2013 (Ga. L. 2013, p. 4439), so as to modify the 
amount of the base year homestead exemption. Each resident of the City of 
Brookhaven is granted an exemption on that person's homestead from City of 
Brookhaven ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in an amount equal to 
75 percent of the amount by which the current year assessed value of that 
homestead exceeds the base year assessed value of that homestead. 



HB 729

HB 729 - Brookhaven, City of; DeKalb County; modify amount of 
base year homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The homestead exemption shall be in addition to and not in lieu 

of any other homestead exemption applicable to municipal ad 
valorem taxes for municipal purposes. 

• Shall conduct that election on the Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November, 2023



HB 748

HB 748 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; additional homestead 
exemption of $2000.00 for certain public service employees
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provides an additional homestead exemption from Gwinnett 

County school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes 
in the amount of $2,000.00 of the assessed value of the 
homestead for residents of that school district who are certain 
public service employees. 



HB 748

HB 748 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; additional homestead 
exemption of $2000.00 for certain public service employees
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• "Public service employee" means a person who is:

• (A) Firefighter, paramedic, certified peace officer, or other law 
enforcement officer  employed by the government of the United States 
or any department, agency, authority,  or bureau thereof or by the State 
of Georgia or any county, municipality, special district, county or 
independent school system, or other political subdivision thereof;  



HB 748
HB 748 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; additional homestead exemption 
of $2000.00 for certain public service employees
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• "Public service employee" means a person who is:

• (B) Teacher, paraprofessional, or administrator employed by the Gwinnett 
County School District or Buford City School District; 

• (C) Person employed by or holding staff privileges at a hospital located within  
Gwinnett County; or  

• (D) Member of the armed forces of the United States, including any reserve or 
National Guard components and the United States Coast Guard. 



HB 748

HB 748 - Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax; additional homestead 
exemption of $2000.00 for certain public service employees
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• The homestead exemption granted shall be in addition to and 

not in lieu of any other homestead exemption applicable to 
Gwinnett County school district ad valorem taxes for educational 
purposes. 

• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 
2024



HB 751

HB 751 - Cohutta, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; 
provide new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides for a new homestead exemption from City of Cohutta

ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$60,000.00 for each resident of the City of Cohutta who is 65 
years of age or older and whose income does not exceed 
$40,000.00. 



HB 751

HB 751 - Cohutta, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; 
provide new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• "Income" means the resident’s net income together with the 

income of the resident’s spouse who also occupies and resides at 
such homestead

• The surviving spouse of the person shall continue to receive such 
exemption, so long as that surviving spouse continues to occupy 
the home as a residence and homestead.



HB 751

HB 751 - Cohutta, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; 
provide new homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The homestead exemption shall be in lieu of and not in addition 

to any other homestead exemption applicable to property taxes 
for city purposes.

• Shall conduct that election in concurrence with the municipal 
general election in November, 2023. 



HB 752

HB 752 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; repeal a homestead 
exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Repeals a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad 

valorem taxes for the full value of the homestead for residents of 
that county who are 65 years of age or over and whose gross 
household income exceeds $40,000.00, approved May 4, 2006.

• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 
2024



HB 753

HB 753 - Whitfield County; ad valorem tax for educational 
purposes; revise homestead exemption
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act providing a homestead exemption from Whitfield 

County School District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes 
in the amount of $150,000.00 of the assessed value of 
the homestead for certain residents of that school district who 
are 70 years of age or over, by increasing the amount of the 
exemption from $150,000.00 to $250,000.00. 

• Shall conduct that election on November 14, 2023



HB 754

HB 754 - Whitfield County; ad valorem tax; provide 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from Whitfield County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in the amount of 
$250,000.00 of the appraised value of the homestead for 
residents of that county who are 70 years of age or older. 



HB 755

HB 755 - Tunnel Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal 
purposes; provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides for a new homestead exemption from City of Tunnel 

Hill ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount 
of $100,000 of assessed value, for each resident of the City 
of Tunnel Hill who is 70 years of age or older. 



HB 755

HB 755 - Tunnel Hill, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The surviving spouse of the person shall continue to receive such 

exemption, so long as that surviving spouse continues to occupy 
the home as a residence and homestead.

• Shall conduct that election in concurrence with the municipal 
general election in November, 2023.



HB 756

HB 756 - Dalton, City of; ad valorem tax; increase income cap.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City of 

Dalton ad valorem taxes for city purposes and a homestead exemption 
from City of Dalton Independent School District ad valorem taxes for 
education purposes in the amount of $75,000.00 of the assessed value 
of the homestead for each resident of the City of Dalton who is 65 years 
of age or over and whose annual net income does not exceed 
$20,000.00, approved April 2, 1998 (Ga. L.6 1998, p. 4104), by increasing 
the income cap from $20,000.00 to $40,000.00. 



HB 758
HB 758 - Dalton, City of; ad valorem tax; increase income cap and homestead 
exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024

• Amends an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City of Dalton ad 
valorem taxes for city purposes and a homestead exemption from City of 
Dalton Independent School District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes 
in the amount of $75,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for each 
resident of the City of Dalton who is 65 years of age or over and whose annual 
net income does not exceed $20,000.00, approved April 2, 1998 (Ga. L. 1998, 
p. 4104), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 19, 2000 (Ga. L. 
2000, p. 4480), so as to increase the income cap and the amount of the 
exemption from ad valorem taxes for educational purposes by doubling them.



HB 762

HB 762 - Dalton, City of; ad valorem tax; increase homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City of 

Dalton independent school district ad valorem taxes for educational 
purposes in the amount of $150,000.00 of the assessed value of the 
homestead for residents of that school district who are 70 years of age 
or over, approved May 17, 2004 (Ga. L. 2004, p. 3763), to increase 
such exemption from $150,000.00 to $250,000.00. 



HB 763

HB 763 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provides a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in the amount of 
$10,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that county who are 75 years of age or older. 



HB 763

HB 763 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• The homestead exemption shall be in addition to and not in lieu 

of any other homestead exemption applicable to Oconee County 
ad valorem taxes for county purposes.

• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 
2024



HB 764

HB 764 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provides a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in an amount equal to the 
amount by which the current year assessed value of a homestead 
exceeds the base year assessed value of such homestead for 
residents of that county who are 65 years of age or older. 



HB 765

HB 765 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; repeal 
homestead exemption
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Repeals a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad valorem 
taxes for county purposes in the amount of $10,000.00 of the assessed 
value of the homestead for the taxable year beginning on January 1, 1999, 
and $15,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for taxable years 
beginning on or after January 1, 2000, for certain residents of that county 
who have annual incomes not exceeding $15,000.00 and who are 65 years 
of age or over, approved March 27, 1998 (Ga. L. 1998, p. 3576). 



HB 766

HB 766 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from Oconee County school 

district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in the amount 
of $3,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that county; to provide for the automatic increase of 
such exemption to $8,000.00 of the assessed value of the 
homestead for residents of that county on January 1, 2035. 



HB 766

HB 766 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• The homestead exemption shall be in addition to and not in lieu 

of any other homestead exemption applicable to Oconee County 
school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes. 

• Shall conduct that election on the date of the general primary in 
2024



HB 767

HB 767 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provide a homestead exemption from Oconee County school 

district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in an amount 
equal to the amount by which the current year assessed value of 
a homestead exceeds the base year assessed value of such 
homestead for residents of that county who are 65 years of age 
or over. 



HB 767

HB 768 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; close certain 
homestead exemption to new applicants.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Closes a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad valorem 

taxes for the full value of the homestead for residents of that 
county who are 65 years of age or over and whose gross 
household income does not exceed $40,000.00, approved May 4, 
2006 (Ga. L. 2006, p. 4127) to new applicants. 



HB 769

HB 769 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provide a homestead exemption from Oconee County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in the amount of $3,000.00 of 
the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that county; 
to provide for the automatic increase of such exemption to 
$8,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of that county on January 1, 2035. 



HB 770

HB 770 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax; educational purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Provide a homestead exemption from Oconee County school 

district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in the amount 
of $10,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that school district who are 75 years of age or older.



HB 771

HB 771 - Cohutta, City of; ad valorem tax; provide new 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides for a new homestead exemption from City of 

Cohutta ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the 
amount of $100,000.00 for each resident of the City of 
Cohutta who is 70 years of age or older. 



HB 786

HB 786 - Dalton, City of; ad valorem tax; municipal purposes; 
increase homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City 

of Dalton ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount 
of $150,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that city who are 70 years of age or over, approved 
May 17, 2004 (Ga. L. 2004, p. 3766), so as to increase such 
exemption from $150,000.00 to $250,000.00. 



HB 787
HB 787 - Whitfield County; School District; increase homestead exemption 
amount and income ceiling.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act providing a homestead exemption from Whitfield County 

School District ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in the amount of 
$30,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for certain residents of 
that school district who are 65 years of age or older and whose annual 
incomes do not exceed $15,000.00, approved April 1, 1996 (Ga. L. 1996, p. 
3734), as amended by an Act approved April 16, 1999 (Ga. L. 1999, p. 4455) by 
increasing the exemption amount to $150,000.00 and the income cap to 
$40,000.00. 



HB 789

HB 789 - Whitfield County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; 
provide homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from Whitfield County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in the amount of $150,000.00 
of the appraised value of the homestead for residents of that 
county who are 65 years of age or older and whose income does 
not exceed $40,000.00. 



HB 791
HB 791 - Oconee County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; repeal a 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Repeals a homestead exemption from Oconee County School District ad 

valorem taxes for educational purposes in the amount of $10,000.00 of the 
assessed value of the homestead for the taxable year beginning on January 1, 
1999, and $15,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for taxable 
years beginning on or after January 1, 2000, for certain residents of that 
school district who have annual incomes not exceeding $15,000.00 and who 
are 65 years of age or over, approved March 27, 1998 (Ga. L. 1998, p. 3568). 



HB 805

HB 805 - Twiggs County; School District; increase income cap on 
homestead exemption granted to certain residents.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Amends an Act to provide a $15,000.00 homestead exemption from 

certain ad valorem taxes levied by, for, or on behalf of the Twiggs County 
School District for residents who are 62 years of age or older and whose 
net income does not exceed $15,000.00, approved April 17, 1992 (Ga. L. 
1992, p. 6502), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April 25, 
2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 4834), so as to increase the income cap on the 
homestead exemption to $25,000.00. 



HB 806

HB 806 - Twiggs County; ad valorem tax; increase income cap on 
homestead exemption.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Amends an Act restating and reenacting a certain homestead exemption 

from ad valorem taxes levied for county and school purposes and a 
certain homestead exemption from ad valorem taxes levied for county 
purposes in Twiggs County, approved March 20, 1990 (Ga. L. 1990, p. 
3935), as amended, particularly by an Act approved May 5, 2006 (Ga. L. 
2006, p. 4359), so as to increase the amount of the income cap on the 
exemption to $30,000.00. 



SB 288

SB 288 - City of Decatur; independent school district ad valorem 
taxes for educational purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from City of Decatur 

independent school district ad valorem taxes for educational 
purposes for a period of five years in the amount of $200,000.00 
of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that 
school district who are between 65 and 69 years of age and 
whose income does not exceed $62,000.00. 



SB 289

SB 289 - City of Hampton; ad valorem taxes for municipal 
purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provide a homestead exemption from City of Hampton ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$50,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of that city who are both under 65 years of age and totally 
disabled. 



SB 290

SB 290 - City of Hampton; ad valorem taxes for municipal 
purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from City of Hampton ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$15,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for 
residents of that city. 



SB 302

SB 302 - Early County School District; ad valorem taxes for 
educational purposes; extend the expiration date.
• Effective date: January 1, 2025
• Extends the sunset on a homestead exemption from Early County 

school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in the 
amount of $150,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead 
for five years for residents of that school district who are 70 years 
of age or older, approved May 10, 2021 (Ga. L. 2021, p. 4267 to 
2028. 



SB 303
SB 303 - Fulton County; ad valorem taxes for county purposes; seniors have to 
reapply for such exemption every two years; remove the requirement.
• Effective date: July 1, 2023
• Amends an Act providing a homestead exemption from Fulton County ad 

valorem taxes for county purposes in the amount of 50 percent of the 
assessed value of the homestead for residents of that county who are 65 years 
of age or older and whose household income does not exceed 200 percent of 
the federal poverty level, approved May 13, 2008 (Ga. L. 2008, p. 3945), so as 
to remove the requirement for seniors to have to reapply for such exemption 
every two years. 

• Senate Date Vetoed by Governor



SB 305

SB 305 - City of Hampton; ad valorem taxes for municipal 
purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provide a homestead exemption from the City of Hampton ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$50.000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of that city who are 68 years of age or older in the amount of 
$50,000.00. 



SB 305

SB 306 - City of Hampton; ad valorem taxes for municipal 
purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from the City of Hampton ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of 
$25,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents 
of that city who are 62 years of age or older and under 68 years 
of age in the amount on $25,000.00. 



SB 309

SB 309 - City of Hampton; ad valorem taxes for municipal 
purposes; homestead exemption; provide.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Provides a homestead exemption from City of Hampton ad 

valorem taxes for municipal purposes in an amount equal to the 
amount by which the current year assessed value of a homestead 
exceeds the base year assessed value of such homestead. 



SB 311

SB 311 - Newton County; the income cap and exemption provided to 
citizens who are 65 years of age or older; homestead exemption; 
increase.
• Effective date: January 1, 2024
• Amends an Act providing homestead exemptions from Newton County 

and Newton County School District ad valorem taxation, approved April 
4, 1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 4328), so as to increase the income cap and 
exemption provided to citizens who are 65 years of age or older from 
Newton County School District ad valorem taxation. 
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